RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HORHAM  AN[L  ISLANDSHIRES. 


ANHOAL  BEPOOT  of  SVledical  Officer  of  Health, 

For  the  Year  ended  the  31st  December,  1902. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Norham  and  Islandshires. 

Mr.  chairman  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg'  leave  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1902.  I 
should  like,  in  the  first  instance,  to  refer  to  the  published  statistics  of  the  last  Census,  showing  that 
the  population  of  the  District,  which  was  6,366  in  1891,  has  declined  to  6,054  in  1901,  occupying 
1,348  houses.  During  1902  the  deaths  of  108  persons  of  all  ages  and  from  all  causes  were  registered 
in  the  District  ;  this  is  an  increase  of  30  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  gives  a  death  rate  of 
1 7 '83  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  whole  increase  of  30  deaths  is  accounted  for  by  increases  in 
the  number  of  deaths,  of  7  persons  under  i  year  of  age,  and  23  persons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
138  births  were  registered  in  the  year,  being  5  less  than  in  1901,  and  equal  to  a  rate  per  1000  of  the 
population  of  2279.  The  Statistics  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  have  been  inserted  in 
the  Tables  supplied  for  the  purpose.  It  is  satisfactory  to  gather  therefrom  that  there  has  not  been  a 
death  from  infectious  disease.  The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  amounted  to 
40,  being  59  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  cases  were  : — 

Smallpox,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I  case. 

Erysipelas,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever,  ...  ...  ...  ...  33  ,, 

Enteric  Fever,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  ,, 

Puerperal  Fever,  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  case. 

The  single  case  of  smallpox  occurred  at  Richardson’s  Stead,  Scremerston,  in  the  midst  of  a 
considerable  population.  Enquiries  showed  that  it  was  introduced  to  the  District  by  a  travelling 
labourer,  and  occurred  in  a  family  of  six  persons  residing  in  a  two-roomed  cottage.  At  once  all  the 
people  who  had  been  in  contact  with  the  patient  were  vaccinated,  and,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  whole 
of  the  inhabitants  at  this  place  and  a  considerable  number  throughout  the  district  were  also 
vaccinated’,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  (in  my  opinion  owing  to  this  step  being  taken)  that 
the  smallpox  was  confined  to  this  one  case.  Due  enquiry  was  made  into  the  other  cases  notified. 
Those  of  scarlet  fever  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  scattered  over  the  whole  district.  One  of  the  cases 
of  enteric  fever  was  contracted  at  a  fishing  shiel  within  the  Borough  of  Berwick,  and  this  was 
reported  to  the  Borough  Authority.  The  other  case  occurred  at  Horncliffe,  and,  in  my  opinion,  was 
traceable  to  the  then  condition  of  the  public  sewer  discharging  near  the  Watham  Shiel. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

As  anticipated  in  previous  Report,  nothing  being  done  to  increase  the  pumping  power  at 
Norham  Waterworks,  the  supply  partially  failed  for  several  months.  This  matter  is  receiving  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  for  unless  something  is  done  before  May  a  similar  state  of  matters  may 
be  expected.  The  new  supply  of  water  at  Prior  House  farm  has  not  proved  so  satisfactory  as  was 
expected,  and  again  is  receiving  3^our  consideration.  Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  defects  in  the 
water  supplies  at  Felkington  and  Ancroft  Town  Farm,  and  in  both  cases  works  are  well  advanced  to 
effect  the  required  improvements. 

SEWERAGE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  improvements  in  the  District  during  the  year  include  the  following  : — In  the  North  Lane, 
Norham,  two  cottages  were  spouted  and  provided  with  new  sewerage  ;  in  the  South  Lane  one 
cottage  has  beeii  provided  with  privy  and  ashpit,  and  the  drainage  thereto  is  being  attended  to. 
Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  at  Salutation  Inn,  Tiptoe,  the  steward’s  cottage  at 
Norham  West  Mains,  West  Ord,  Cat  Inn,  shepherd’s  cottage  at  Unthank,  and  at  Horncliffe  and 
Kentstone.  At  Scremerston,  Richardson’s  Stead,  Old  Hill,  and  Old  Colliery  Row,  the  sewerage  was 
remodelled,  together  with  the  privies  and  ashpits,  and  at  Felkington  nine  cottages  and  pigstyes  have 
been  supplied  with  proper  sewerage. 

In  consequence  of  the  case  of  smallpox  at  Scremerston,  your  Council  deemed  it  necessary  to 
provide  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  District,  and  this,  with  a  nurse’s  cottage,  has  been  erected  in 
Scremerston  Township,  supplied  with  furnishings,  and  is  available  for  any  infectious  cases  requiring 
to  be  sent  to  an  Hospital. 

The  registered  dairies  have  been  periodically  visited  during  the  past  year,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  regular  water  supply  during  the  drier  part  of  the  season,  w'ere  found  satisfactory. 


The  workshops  and  work  places  under  the  Factory  Acts  in  the  District  number  9  at 
Norham,  i  at  HornclifFe,  i  at  Holy  Island,  i  at  Cornhill,  and  3  at  Scremerston.  They  have  all  been 
inspected  and  duly  reg’istered,  and  the  representations  made  by  your  Officers  to  the  Occupiers  were 
willingly  attended  to,  leaving  no  cause  of  complaint  to  be  reported  to  the  Council. 

1  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Norham, 

\2th  February,  1903. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


EXTRACT  from  Table  of  Deaths  accompanying^ 

this  Report. 


POPULATION  OF  DISTRICT,  ... 

General  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  Population,  i7'83. 

6,054. 

AGES  OF  PERSONS  DYING— 

Under  i  year, 

17 

I  year  and  under  5  years,  ... 

... 

I 

5  years  and  under  15  years, 

... 

I 

15  years  and  under  25  years. 

8 

25  years  and  under  65  years. 

34 

65  years  and  upwards. 

... 

47 

—108 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH— 

Measles, 

I 

Epidemic  Influenza, 

I 

Enteritis, 

3 

Phthisis, 

8 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases, 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease, 

13 

Bronchitis, 

5 

Pneumonia, 

5 

Premature  Birth, 

4 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition, 

2 

Heart  Diseases,  ... 

22 

Accidents, 

4 

Suicides, 

I 

All  other  causes, 

37 

—108 
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